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 Inequality in educational attainment is one of the basic components of social inequality in a modern society. Education is one of the main channels of social reproduction – an important transmitter of class positions across generations, and at the same time, the major vehicle for social mobility. The development of inequality in educational attainment in the second half of the 20th century is well documented both in the European advanced and in some post-socialist countries. Much is known about the change or persistence of inequalities of educational opportunities in different European countries, but not in Ukraine. In contrast to advanced European and post-socialist countries, educational inequality among children of different social backgrounds has never been studied in Ukraine – neither during the Soviet period, nor since independence. No representative studies are available that identify the main trends in educational inequality, nor do any comparisons with other countries exist. Therefore, the presented analysis can be regarded as an early study of social and class differences in educational participation and educational attainment within Soviet and post-Soviet cohorts of Ukrainians.


At the outset, we assume that some features intrinsic to Soviet educational inequality still persist in Ukraine, but some have changed.  Socially derived opportunities for obtaining tertiary education are of particular interest. As in other societies, participation in higher education in Ukraine has considerably grown over the last few decades: in 1990 the country boasted 149 institutes of higher education and approximately 881 000 students; 17 years later, about 2 319 000 students are enrolled in tertiary education programs at 350 institutes and universities. Tertiary educational expansion was accompanied by a population decline and a decline in birth rates. Logically, the share of the population that has obtained the highest educational level increased with the largest increases coming from the youngest post-Soviet generation. But does this dramatic educational expansion mean the extension of educational opportunities for all social classes? Does an increase in numbers of men and women attending higher education institutions lead to a decline in inequality in tertiary education or to an increase in inequality?

Full general secondary schooling was introduced as compulsory in Ukraine during the 1970’s when the country was still a Soviet republic. Since then, Ukrainians have 10 (now 11) years of free compulsory education for those aged 7 (now 6) and over. But there exists some uncertainty as to whether the youngest post-Soviet cohort is equally educated (in terms of having completed full secondary education) as the previous Soviet cohort. During the last decade the child labor rate in Ukraine has increased. Despite legislation that requires all children to attend compulsory secondary schooling, quite a few young men and women have no intention or opportunity to continue schooling at the upper secondary level. This is especially true for rural areas. Since the end of the World War II, Ukraine has never had as many homeless children and teenagers of school age, as it has now.

This paper will focus on an assessment of educational inequality among different cohorts of the population at large and also on the main effects of social origin on educational attainment.

Data, variables and methods

Our results are based on representative survey data collected by the Kiev International Institute of Sociology in 2003-2004. We restrict our data to Ukrainian citizens born 1930 and later – up to 1980. The data set comprises 7,205 observations. To capture educational inequality change over time, we compare results for three quasi-birth cohorts, two Soviet cohorts and one post-Soviet. The earlier cohort consists of men and women born in 1930-1949. The last cohort consists of men and women born in 1950-1972. During the period of schooling of all cohorts, completion of general secondary education was compulsory; the soviet government introduced various social benefits that were aimed at expanding the population base that pursued higher education (for example: admission standards were relaxed for graduates of preparatory faculties, for individuals completing military service in the Soviet army, for the young rural population, etc.). 
The youngest cohort is named post-Soviet and consists of men and women born in 1973-1980. For this cohort the time of obtaining upper secondary and tertiary educational levels coincided with the period of the disintegration of the Soviet Union, and the first years of Ukrainian independence. The youngest cohort respondents are at least 22-23 years old – in order to allow at least some of them to obtain a higher educational degree.

Besides cohort and gender we use other variables in our analysis.

The highest level of educational attainment is measured using the CASMIN educational classification. We use four educational categories for respondents and five educational categories for respondent’s father and mother:
1. Incomplete elementary education (for respondent’s father and mother only)

2. Less than full secondary education (Completed elementary education, elementary education and basic vocational qualification, secondary, intermediate general qualification, secondary, intermediate vocational qualification)

3. (Compulsory) Full secondary education  (Full general secondary education or general secondary education and vocational qualification)

4. Lower tertiary education (e. g. technical college diplomas, non-university teaching certificates)

5. Higher tertiary education

Class origins are categorised using the EGP class schema. For Ukraine we identify 8 classes:

I         Upper service (higher grade professionals etc.)

II        Lower service (lower grade professionals etc.)

IIIab   Routine non-manual, higher grade and lower grade

IVabc Small proprietors and Farmers

V        Lower grade technicians

VI      Skilled manual workers

VIIa   Semi- and unskilled manual workers

VIIb   Semi- and unskilled manual agricultural workers


We allocate VIIb class of manual agricultural workers as separate because of the relatively large proportion of Ukraine’s population that is rural. Today it still consists of almost 30%. 

As independent variables, we use two measures of social origin: parents’ education, parents’ social class and respondent's settlement background – urban or rural place, where he/she was born.
Changes in educational attainment and social origins

Table 1 provide information on the cohort proportions of men and women according to four education-level categories: less than full general secondary qualification, full general secondary, lower tertiary and higher tertiary. The data clearly indicate that about 35% of men and women did not reach full secondary level of education in the earlier cohort. In the last Soviet cohort the share of the poorly educated men decreased to 15% and the appropriate share of women decreased more dramatically to 9%. 
However, in the youngest post-Soviet cohort we observe the opposite trend: about 22% of young men and 14% of young women did not graduate with a completed secondary education certificate (contrary to the law on compulsory full general secondary education). In all three cohorts the proportion of women who obtained lower tertiary education is greater than that of men; in the youngest cohort – almost twice greater (14% for men and 29% for women). Among men, the proportion of tertiary level graduates was stable for the earlier and last Soviet cohorts (about 17%) and grew somewhat in the youngest cohort to 21%; the share of higher educated women increased more rapidly from 14% for the 1930-1949 cohort to almost 21% in the 1950-1972 cohort. In the youngest post-Soviet cohort 23% of women were found to have obtained higher tertiary education. We can therefore conclude that among Ukraine’s youngest graduates, women than men have obtained tertiary degrees – a fact that reflects a trend that began with the last Soviet cohort. We can thus see a non-traditional gender gap. 
Table 1. Percentages for educational credential by cohorts; for men and women,

22 years or older and born in 1930 or later; Nmale = 3,294 and Nfemale = 3,911
	Cohorts
	Less than full secondary
	Full secondary
	Lower tertiary
	Higher tertiary

	
	Men
	Women
	Men
	Women
	Men
	Women
	Men
	Women

	1930-1949
	35,0
	35,8
	32,8
	29,9
	15,2
	20,3
	17,0
	14,0

	1950-1972
	15.0
	8,9
	49,1
	41,8
	18,3
	28,8
	17,6
	20,5

	1973-1980
	22,6
	14,3
	42,2
	37,0
	14,2
	25,7
	21,0
	23,0


We assume that mother’s education as well as father’s education affects educational outcomes of children. Tables 2 and 3 show the percentages of men and women who have attained different educational degrees depending on social origin (father’s and mother’s education). As we can see, social background in terms of parental education clearly affects educational choice and outcomes for sons and daughters. Men and women from less educated backgrounds are more likely to obtain full secondary education or less. Men and women from families with higher educational resources are much more likely to graduate from university. Lower tertiary education seems to be more available for sons and daughters of all social backgrounds except for those of uneducated parents.

Table 2. Percentages of achieved educational credentials according to father’s education; for men and women, age 22 or older and born in 1930 or later; Nmale = 3011, Nfemale = 3552
	Father’s education
	Less than full secondary
	Full secondary
	Lower tertiary
	Higher tertiary

	
	Men
	Women
	Men
	Women
	Men
	Women
	Men
	Women

	Uneducated
	48,5
	55,8
	36,8
	27,6
	8,3
	14,1
	6,4
	2,5

	Less than full secondary
	25,9
	19,7
	46,4
	43,2
	17,0
	25,5
	10,7
	11,6

	Full secondary
	17,2
	9,5
	45,3
	36,5
	18,1
	30,0
	19,4
	24,0

	Lower tertiary
	10,6
	7,3
	37,4
	22,8
	22,3
	34,0
	29,8
	35,9

	Higher tertiary
	5,1
	4,4
	20,6
	19,9
	15,2
	19,9
	59,0
	55,7


Table 3. Percentages of educational credentials according to mother’s education; for men and women, age 22 or older and born in 1930 or later; Nmale = 3166, Nfemale = 3772.
	Mother’s education
	less than full secondary
	full secondary
	Lower tertiary
	Higher tertiary

	
	Men
	Women
	Men
	Women
	Men
	Women
	Men
	Women

	Uneducated
	47,3
	51,9
	33,3
	27,2
	10,0
	15,9
	9,4
	5,1

	Less than full secondary
	24,7
	18,1
	46,2
	45,6
	17,5
	24,7
	11,5
	11,7

	Full secondary
	14,7
	9,6
	49,4
	36,3
	18,5
	29,3
	17,4
	24,8

	Lower tertiary
	10,4
	5,2
	36,4
	23,3
	17,7
	36,9
	35,4
	34,6

	Higher tertiary
	10,3
	3,4
	20,6
	14,4
	14,6
	20,3
	54,5
	61,9


Tables 4 and 5 show the percentages of men and women who have attained different educational degrees depending on social class of origin (father’s and mother’s class separately). Parents’ class affects educational outcomes in basically similar ways.  The numbers reveal a very clear pattern. Children from the upper service class achieve a university degree much more often than working class children. From 55% to 66% of the upper service class offspring attain the highest educational level. Children of semi- and unskilled manual agricultural workers seem to be the most disadvantaged in terms of obtaining higher tertiary education (from 7% to 9%).  On the other hand, lower tertiary education seems to be available for sons and daughters of all social classes at approximately the same level.
Table 4. Percentages for educational credentials by class (Father's class); for men and women, age 22 or older and born in 1930 or later; Nmale = 2458, Nfemale = 2971
	Father’s
class
	less than full secondary
	full secondary
	Lower tertiary
	Higher tertiary

	
	Men
	Women
	Men
	Women
	Men
	Women
	Men
	Women

	I
	2,2
	3,0
	16,3
	20,2
	15,8
	22,2
	65,8
	54,5

	II
	13,1
	9,9
	29,2
	21,6
	22,3
	25,3
	35,4
	43,2

	III 
	19,0
	9,3
	33,3
	28,7
	23,8
	25,9
	23,8
	36,1

	IV
	13,9
	15,2
	33,3
	32,6
	16,7
	26,1
	36,1
	26,1

	V
	16,0
	8,3
	35,1
	36,8
	20,6
	25,7
	28,2
	29,2

	VI
	20,8
	13,9
	45,9
	38,5
	20,3
	31,8
	13,0
	15,8

	VII
	23,7
	16,8
	48,5
	39,8
	17,0
	27,4
	10,8
	16,0

	VIIb
	26,7
	27,4
	50,2
	41,8
	14,8
	22,2
	8,3
	8,7


Table 5. Percentages for educational credentials by class (Mother's class); for men and women, age 22 or older and born in 1930 or later; Nmale = 2045, Nfemale = 2614.

	Mother’s
class
	less than full secondary
	full secondary
	Lower tertiary
	Higher tertiary

	
	Men
	Women
	Men
	Women
	Men
	Women
	Men
	Women

	I
	5,8
	2,6
	20,9
	14,1
	11,6
	23,1
	61,6
	60,3

	II
	10,3
	4,4
	25,4
	17,9
	19,7
	28,6
	44,6
	49,2

	III 
	13,7
	7,7
	45,3
	28,4
	22,6
	33,3
	18,3
	30,6

	IV
	12,5
	19,0
	62,5
	38,1
	,0
	19,0
	25,0
	23,8

	V 
	9,4
	9,6
	28,1
	36,5
	34,4
	32,7
	28,1
	21,2

	VI
	19,0
	9,8
	48,5
	43,4
	23,3
	30,2
	9,2
	16,6

	VII
	20,7
	14,6
	50,5
	45,1
	18,1
	26,5
	10,8
	13,8

	VIIb
	29,5
	29,4
	47,5
	40,8
	13,8
	22,5
	9,2
	7,2


For testing the relationship between the educational chances for youth and their parent’s levels of education and social class positions we used logistic regression analysis of the chances of attaining a corresponding level of education. 

Firstly we present logistic regressions the odds of attaining a higher tertiary degree separately for each of the three age cohorts – two from the Soviet period and the third from the Post-Soviet Ukrainian period. We use a dummy variable of higher tertiary degree vs. no higher tertiary degree as dependent variable. As independent variables, we use four measures of a social origin. Two measures of respondents’ social origin are measures of their parents’ educational levels. These educational levels are measured by the above-mentioned four-category variables: (1) incomplete full secondary education, (2) completed full secondary education, (3) lower tertiary, and (4) higher tertiary education. The other two measures of respondents’ social origin are measures of their parents’ class positions using the Goldthorpe 8-category class schema adapted for Ukraine with data derived from information about father's and mother’s employment. Unfortunately, some respondents have no information on their father’s and/or mother’s employment and/or level of education, and these data are missing in available the database for Ukraine. To keep such cases in the analysis we include corresponding categorical variables of unknown parents’ education and class positions. 

Because educational inequalities in Ukraine are related to gender and settlement background (see Tables 3 and 6) we statistically control gender and urban-rural background, using their categorical measures as independent variables. 
Table 6. Percentages for three educational levels by three age cohorts; for urban and rural background of respondents; 22 years or older and born after 1929
	
	Urban background
	Rural background

	
	1930-1949
	1950-1972
	1973-1980
	1930-1949
	1950-1972
	1973-1980

	Less than full secondary education
	22.9
	11.0
	17.1
	43.7
	12.5
	21.5

	Full secondary education and low tertiary
	53.9
	64.7
	57.5
	46.7
	75.0
	63.8

	Higher tertiary education 
	23.1
	24.3
	25.5
	 9.6
	12.5
	14.6

	Total
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0

	
	N = 864
	N = 1834
	N = 821
	N = 1394
	N = 1590
	N = 362


We tested different interaction effects of father’s and mother’s class position, and father’s and mother’s education level. None turned out to be statistical significant, so these interaction effects were dropped. The results of the model are shown in Table 7. 
For all three cohorts the logit effects indicate distinct differences in the odds of receiving higher tertiary education subject to both parents’ education and father’s class positions. In all three cohorts, the chances of obtaining higher tertiary education were much higher for children whose fathers or mothers had higher tertiary education. However, whereas in the last Soviet period the odds of obtaining higher education depended on the educational level of both parents somewhat less than in the previous period, this dependence increased again in the cohort which represents the post-Soviet period. After the collapse of the USSR, inequality of educational opportunity for children whose fathers or mothers had no higher tertiary education increased in comparison to the Soviet period.
At the same time, during the fifty years that we are reviewing, the range of dependence of chances to receive higher tertiary education on father’s class position decreased noticeably. Thus, during the first Soviet period the odds of obtaining higher tertiary education for children of fathers from the upper service class (class I) were considerably and statistically significant higher, than for children of fathers from 
Table 7.  Logistic regression of higher tertiary education (vs. no higher tertiary education) on gender, urban-rural background, parent’s education and social classes; in Ukraine, age 22 and older and born after 1929 (Main effects)
	
	1930-1949
	1950-1972
	1973-1980

	
	B
	Sig.
	B
	Sig.
	B
	Sig.

	 Gender
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Men
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Women
	-0.29
	0.03
	0.27
	0.01
	0.27
	0.10

	 Settlement background 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Urban background
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Rural background
	-0.46
	0.00
	-0.22
	0.06
	-0.03
	0.87

	Father’s education
	 
	0.00
	 
	0.00
	 
	0.00

	lower full secondary education 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	full secondary education
	0.72
	0.01
	0.46
	0.00
	0.55
	0.05

	lower tertiary
	1.16
	0.00
	0.72
	0.00
	0.49
	0.13

	higher tertiary education
	1.06
	0.00
	1.12
	0.00
	1.38
	0.00

	unknown 
	-0.20
	0.44
	-0.64
	0.04
	-1.26
	0.04

	Mother’s education
	 
	0.00
	 
	0.00
	 
	0.00

	lower full secondary education 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	full secondary education
	0.76
	0.00
	0.22
	0.15
	0.27
	0.38

	lower tertiary
	0.29
	0.41
	0.72
	0.00
	0.68
	0.04

	higher tertiary education
	1.62
	0.00
	0.97
	0.00
	1.41
	0.00

	unknown 
	-0.19
	0.61
	-0.54
	0.28
	1.31
	0.08

	Father’s class position
	 
	0.01
	 
	0.00
	 
	0.19

	upper service class (I)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	lower service class (II)
	-0.86
	0.03
	-0.07
	0.81
	-0.44
	0.31

	routine non-manuals (III)
	-0.55
	0.22
	0.36
	0.30
	-0.31
	0.60

	small proprietors, farmers (IV) 
	-1.21
	0.07
	-0.18
	0.67
	0.41
	0.70

	working class elite (V)
	-1.05
	0.01
	-0.12
	0.70
	0.02
	0.96

	skilled workers (VI)
	-1.37
	0.00
	-0.82
	0.00
	-0.26
	0.48

	unskilled workers (VII)
	-1.53
	0.00
	-0.67
	0.01
	-0.33
	0.40

	agricultural workers (VIII)
	-1.27
	0.00
	-0.51
	0.07
	-1.74
	0.01

	Unknown
	-1.16
	0.00
	-0.51
	0.05
	0.21
	0.61

	Mother’s class position
	 
	0.24
	 
	0.01
	 
	0.06

	upper service class (I)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	lower service class (II)
	0.15
	0.84
	-0.02
	0.95
	0.29
	0.45

	routine non-manuals (III)
	0.41
	0.59
	-0.41
	0.20
	-0.31
	0.46

	small proprietors, farmers (IV) 
	-1.54
	0.29
	-0.79
	0.33
	-0.10
	0.92

	working class elite (V)
	-0.33
	0.80
	-0.34
	0.45
	-0.77
	0.32

	skilled workers (VI)
	-0.22
	0.80
	-0.70
	0.06
	-0.41
	0.38

	unskilled workers (VII)
	-0.26
	0.73
	-0.73
	0.03
	-0.57
	0.21

	agricultural workers (VIII)
	-0.46
	0.53
	-0.90
	0.01
	-1.90
	0.05

	Unknown
	-0.20
	0.78
	-0.34
	0.30
	-0.64
	0.14

	Constant 
	-0.31
	0.69
	-1.11
	0.00
	-1.93
	0.00

	
	N = 2534
	N = 3409
	N = 1019


       Notes: Names of reference categories are written in italic. Statistical significant logistic coefficients at the level p ( 0.05 (by Wald statistic) are marked by bold type.
almost all other classes, but in the last Soviet period, such inequality of chances was not revealed for children of fathers from five classes, namely – from lower service class (class II), from routine non-manuals (class III), from small proprietors or farmers (class IV), from working class elite (class V) and from agricultural workers (class VIII). Furthermore, in the first post-Soviet period, much lower chances of attending higher education institutions (with high statistical significance) were found for children of fathers from one class only – that of agricultural workers (class VIII). Even children who don’t know the class position of their father, have almost the same chances of receiving higher tertiary education as all others – except for children of agricultural workers. 

No dependence between the chances of obtaining higher tertiary education and the class position of one’s mother during the earlier Soviet period was found at all. However, in last Soviet period, an unequal dependence between educational chances and the class position of one’s mothers was revealed only for two classes: surprisingly, not for skilled workers (class VI) and unskilled workers (class VII) (as was the case when examining dependency between education and father’s class position), but from unskilled workers (class VII) and agricultural workers (class VIII). Furthermore, in the post-Soviet period dependence of chances to obtain higher tertiary education on class position of one’s mother appeared to be significant for children of mothers from one class only, just as for fathers – from agricultural workers (class VIII).
For both older cohorts which represent the Soviet period in Ukraine, the logit effects indicate noticeable but opposite gender differences in the chances of one’s receiving tertiary education: during the earlier Soviet period, the chances of women obtaining tertiary education were below the chances of men by more than 25%, whereas in last Soviet period, the chances of women were almost 25% higher than the chances of men. For the post-Soviet cohort the odds of attaining tertiary education do not depend on gender (i.e. dependence was not statistically significant).
In addition to other changes that accompanied independence, the initial post-Soviet period for Ukraine differs from its predecessors in that dependence of chances to receive higher tertiary education on children’s settlement background – whether they were born in city or in village – is excluded with high probability. During the earlier Soviet period the chances of rural youth to have obtained higher tertiary education were much lower than for their urban counterparts, but over the years, the difference had become much less. Indeed obtaining higher education coming from a rural background had become normal already in last Soviet period. During the post-Soviet period, practically equal odds of receiving higher tertiary education was found for children from urban and rural families with high reliability – certainly, as long as one controls for equal educational levels and class positions of fathers and mothers.
Thus, our analysis has shown that during the period of post-Soviet transformations in Ukraine, the educational levels of parents have much more influence on the reproduction of unequal chances for educational attainment: obtaining higher tertiary education follows a generational pattern that is more significant than other unequal socially-structural circumstances, including even inequalities of class positions of parents. 
This conclusion has induced us to elucidate a further question: do (and if yes, to what extent?) inequalities in parental education levels, and other factors of inequality reproduction in Ukraine, lead to unequal opportunities for obtaining the necessary basis for acceptance into the system of higher tertiary education – i.e. full secondary education? To test this, at first we used the same logistic regression models, but with a different dependent variable: with a dummy variable of full secondary education versus no full secondary education. As in the previous case, we tested interaction effects of all possible combinations of father’s and mother’s class position, and father’s and mother’s level of education. None turned out to be statistically significant – which is why no interaction effects have been included in the tested model.

The most unexpected finding of this work became the absence of statistically significant effects of all father’s class positions in all three cohorts and of practically all mother’s class positions (except for one in the last Soviet period). So the main effects of father’s class positions and mother’s class positions we have not been included in final model. The results of the final model are shown in Table 8. 

For all three cohorts the logit effects indicate a considerable dependence between the chances of receiving full secondary education and the father’s, and especially mother’s, level of education. In all three cohorts the odds of receiving full secondary education were much higher for children whose fathers or mothers had full secondary or higher education. However, if in the last Soviet period the odds of obtaining higher education depended on an educational level of both parents much less than in the previous period, this dependence increased again for the cohort which represents the post-Soviet period. Furthermore, in the post-Soviet period the inequality of educational opportunity for children whose fathers have no full secondary education became more than it was during Soviet period – although this was not the case for dependence on mother’s education.

As well as in case of with high tertiary formation, in the post-Soviet cohort children, who were born in cities and villages, have – in pari causa – equal odds to reach full secondary education with high probability. The significant inequality of such chances has been revealed only in earlier Soviet cohort where the odds to reach full secondary education for children from rural families were twice less, than for children from city families. Only in the last Soviet period chances of obtaining of such education for children from city families and rural ones have become practically identical.
As regards an inequality of chances of men and women to reach full secondary education unlike a case with higher tertiary education such inequality is not found only for the earlier Soviet period. In the last Soviet period and in the first post-Soviet period chances of women to obtain full secondary education were almost twice more, than chances of men.
We would like to note, that we consider proposed analysis only as a first step to studying of intergenerational educational mobility in Ukraine. All the conclusions concerning by the initial post-Soviet period, can be considered only as preliminary because for the present this period can be presented by respondents at the age of 30 years or less, and in available data files youth from 22 till 30 years consists some above only one thousand persons. However, conducted analysis allows to make some conclusions.

     Table 8.  Logistic regression of full secondary education (vs. lower full secondary education) on gender, urban-rural  background, parent’s education and social classes; in Ukraine, age 22 and older and born after 1929 (Main effects)
	
	1930-1949
	1950-1972
	1973-1980

	
	B
	Sig.
	B
	Sig.
	B
	Sig.

	 Gender
	
	
	
	
	
	

	men
	
	
	
	
	
	

	women
	0.00
	0.97
	0.60
	0.00
	0.65
	0.00

	 Settlement background 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Urban background
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Rural background
	-0.71
	0.00
	0.13
	0.26
	-0.05
	0.77

	Father’s education
	
	0.00
	
	0.03
	
	0.00

	lower full secondary education 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	full secondary education
	0.78
	0.01
	0.22
	0.23
	0.24
	0.25

	lower tertiary
	1.37
	0.00
	0.26
	0.30
	1.13
	0.00

	higher tertiary education
	1.28
	0.01
	0.91
	0.01
	1.33
	0.00

	unknown 
	0.03
	0.82
	-0.28
	0.22
	0.11
	0.74

	Mother’s education
	
	0.00
	
	0.00
	
	0.14

	lower full secondary education 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	full secondary education
	1.53
	0.00
	0.38
	0.04
	0.42
	0.05

	lower tertiary
	2.58
	0.00
	0.94
	0.00
	0.54
	0.05

	higher tertiary education
	3.10
	0.04
	0.87
	0.02
	0.80
	0.02

	unknown 
	-0.36
	0.10
	0.42
	0.21
	0.20
	0.69

	Constant 
	0.84
	0.00
	1.37
	0.00
	0.45
	0.02

	
	N = 2534
	N = 3409
	N = 1019


       Notes: Names of reference categories are written in italic. Statistical significant logistic coefficients at the level p ( 0.05 (by Wald statistic) are marked by bold type.
Conclusion 

For the historical period to which our data refer it appears well-founded to conclude that obtaining of higher tertiary education in Ukraine is strongly socially dependent and unequal, given the fact of largely accessible and later compulsory full secondary education. 

 Social background in terms of fathers’ and mothers’ education proved to be the permanent factor of educational inequality in all three cohorts. In all these cohorts chances to attain higher tertiary education were much better for children whose fathers and/or mothers had attained higher tertiary education. While social background meant less for the attainment of higher education among those born in 1950-1972 as compared to earlier soviet cohort, a similar change is not observed among children born in 1973-1980 (post-soviet cohort).  There are evidences that the association between origins and education have begun to strengthen again.

This turned to be true even for the accessibility of the full secondary education, compulsory for the last soviet and post-soviet cohorts.

One of the most revealing findings of the analysis concerns the remaining gender inequalities. The particularity consists in two patterns of inequality. While in earlier soviet cohort we can see traditional gender inequality when men had better chances to obtain higher tertiary education, in the last soviet cohort we can see nontraditional opposite trend. In the post-Soviet cohort the odds of attaining higher tertiary education do not depend statistically significant on gender while the chances of attaining full secondary education remain better for women as in previous cohort.

 Social background in term of mothers’ education proved to be the significant factor of educational inequality in all cohorts.

Class inequality (in terms of father’s class) of educational opportunities at the level of tertiary education has declined between our first and second soviet cohorts. There is no change in inequality in the youngest post-soviet cohorts except of evidently decreasing opportunities for agricultural workers’ offspring. Although it is impossible to decide with the present data which specific mechanisms lead to these results. 

Determining exactly what factors played a role in the remaining, declining or strengthening inequality of educational opportunity is a demanding task for further research in Ukraine.
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